Acts: Part 63 — Continuing the Mission

Acts 28:11-31, ESV

After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the
island, a ship of Alexandria, with the twin Gods as a figurehead. 12
Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13 And from
there we made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one day a
south wind sprang up, and on the second day we came to Puteoli.
14 There we found brothers and were invited to stay with them for
seven days. And so we came to Rome. 15 And the brothers there,
when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and
Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and
took courage. 16 And when we came into Rome, Paul was allowed
to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him. 17 After three
days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they
had gathered, he said to them, “Brothers, though | had done nothing
against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet | was delivered
as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 When
they had examined me, they wished to set me at liberty, because
there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 But
because the Jews objected, | was compelled to appeal to Caesar—
though | had no charge to bring against my nation. 20 For this
reason, therefore, | have asked to see you and speak with you, since
it is because of the hope of Israel that | am wearing this chain.” 21
And they said to him, “We have received no letters from Judea about
you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken
any evil about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what your
views are, for with regard to this sect we know that everywhere it is
spoken against.” 23 When they had appointed a day for him, they
came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till
evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and
trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses
and from the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by what he
said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among themselves,
they departed after Paul had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit
was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet:

26 “‘Go to this people, and say,

“You will indeed hear but never understand,



and you will indeed see but never perceive.”

27 For this people's heart has grown adull,

and with their ears they can barely hear,

and their eyes they have closed;

lest they should see with their eyes

and hear with their ears

and understand with their heart

and turn, and | would heal them.’

28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has
been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.”

30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and
welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God
and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and
without hindrance.

1. Radically devoted to hospitality
* Matthew 12:49-50 - And stretching out his hand toward his
disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 50
For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my
brother and sister and mother.”

* Acts 4:32-35 - Now the full number of those who believed
were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the
things that belonged to him was his own, but they had
everything in common. 33 And with great power the
apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as
were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles'
feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

2. Radically committed to the Gospel
* John 8:56-59 - Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would
see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to
him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen
Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
before Abraham was, | am.” 59 So they picked up stones to



throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the
temple.

* Luke 17:20-21 - Being asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The
kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be
observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘Therel’
for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.

e Colossians 2:13-15 - And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the un-circumcision of your flesh, God made
alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the
cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put
them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

* Matthew 21:33-43 - Jesus said to them, “Have you never
read in the Scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing ,and
it is marvelous in our eyes’? Therefore | tell you, the kingdom
of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
producing its fruits.

3. Radically responding to the gospel

* John 12:39-43 - Therefore they could not believe. For again
Isaiah said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their
heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their
heart, and turn, and | would heal them.” Isaiah said these
things because he saw his (Christ’s) glory and spoke of him.
Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him,
but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that
they would not be put out of the synagogue; for they loved
the glory that comes from man more than the glory that
comes from God.

e 2 Timothy 2:8-9 - Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the
dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, for



which | am suffering, bound w/ chains as a criminal. But the
word of God is not bound!



