Acts: Part 59 - The Foolishness of the Gospel

Acts 25, ESV

Now three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up to
Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the chief priests and the principal men of the
Jews laid out their case against Paul, and they urged him, 3 asking as a favor
against Paul that he summon him to Jerusalem—because they were planning an
ambush to kill him on the way. 4 Festus replied that Paul was being kept at
Caesarea and that he himself intended to go there shortly. 5 “So,” said he, “let
the men of authority among you go down with me, and if there is anything wrong
about the man, let them bring charges against him.”

6 After he stayed among them not more than eight or ten days, he went
down to Caesarea. And the next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered
Paul to be brought. 7 When he had arrived, the Jews who had come down from
Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him
that they could not prove. 8 Paul argued in his defense, “Neither against the law
of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor against Caesar have | committed any
offense.” 9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Do you
wish to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried on these charges before me?”

10 But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where | ought to be
tried. To the Jews | have done no wrong, as you yourself know very well. 11 If
then | am a wrongdoer and have committed anything for which | deserve to die, |
do not seek to escape death. But if there is nothing to their charges against me,
no one can give me up to them. | appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then Festus, when he
had conferred with his council, answered, “To Caesar you have appealed; to
Caesar you shall go.” 13 Now when some days had passed, Agrippa the king
and Bernice arrived at Caesarea and greeted Festus. 14 And as they stayed
there many days, Festus laid Paul's case before the king, saying, “There is a man
left prisoner by Felix, 15 and when | was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the
elders of the Jews laid out their case against him, asking for a sentence of
condemnation against him. 16 | answered them that it was not the custom of the
Romans to give up anyone before the accused met the accusers face to face
and had opportunity to make his defense concerning the charge laid against him.
17 So when they came together here, | made no delay, but on the next day took
my seat on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought. 18 When the
accusers stood up, they brought no charge in his case of such evils as |
supposed. 19 Rather they had certain points of dispute with him about their own
religion and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul asserted to be
alive. 20 Being at a loss how to investigate these questions, | asked whether he
wanted to go to Jerusalem and be tried there regarding them. 21 But when Paul
had appealed to be kept in custody for the decision of the emperor, | ordered
him to be held until | could send him to Caesar.” 22 Then Agrippa said to Festus,
“I would like to hear the man myself.” “Tomorrow,” said he, “you will hear him.”
To him the concept sounds totally ridiculous, he doesn’t believe it at all 23 So on



the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered the
audience hall with the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city. Then,
at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 And Festus said, “King
Agrippa and all who are present with us, you see this man about whom the
whole Jewish people petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that
he ought not to live any longer. 25 But | found that he had done nothing
deserving death. And as he himself appealed to the emperor, | decided to go
ahead and send him. 26 But | have nothing definite to write to my lord about
him. Therefore | have brought him before you all, and especially before you, King
Agrippa, so that, after we have examined him, | may have something to write.
27 For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a prisoner, not to indicate the
charges against him.”

1 Corinthians 1:18-31, ESV
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger
than men.

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised
in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so
that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness
and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

1. The Way of Worldly Wisdom
2. The Way of Worldly Power

3. The way of the cross
Philippians 3:4-8, ESV



though | myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks
he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: 5 circumcised on the
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain | had, | counted as
loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered
the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that | may gain Christ

Acts 25: 19
19 Rather they had certain points of dispute with him about their own religion
and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul asserted to be alive.

| Cor1:18
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.

Philippians 2:3-8, ESV

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. (we do everything from selfish ambition and conceit!
we consider ourselves the most significant person in our lives!) 4 Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

1 Corinthians 1:30-31, ESV

And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from
God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:24-25

but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.

Romans 8:11, ESV

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his
Spirit who dwells in you.



