
Acts: Part 57 - Whitewashed Hypocrisy

Acts 22:30-23:11

But on the next day, desiring to know the real reason why he was being accused by the Jews, he 
unbound him and commanded the chief priests and all the council to meet, and he brought Paul 
down and set him before them. And looking intently at the council, Paul said, “Brothers, I have lived 
my life before God in all good conscience up to this day.” And the high priest Ananias commanded 
those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike 
you, you whitewashed wall! Are you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the 
law you order me to be struck?” Those who stood by said, “Would you revile God's high priest?” And 
Paul said, “I did not know, brothers, that he was the high priest, for it is written, ‘You shall not speak 
evil of a ruler of your people.’” Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the 
other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with 
respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” And when he had said this, a 
dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. For the 
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge 
them all. Then a great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and 
contended sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” 
And when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by 
them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring 
him into the barracks. The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you 
have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”

Main Points
The hypocrisy of hoping in ourselves (sanctify myself so I can justify myself)
The freedom of hoping in the resurrection (God justifies me so he can sanctify me)
What Jesus does for those who hope in Him (comforts, gives courage, entrusts with his mission)

• The Hypocrisy of Hoping in Ourselves

• Vs 3: “Then Paul said to him, “God is going to strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are 
you sitting to judge me according to the law, and yet contrary to the law you order me 
to be struck?”

• Paul accuses Ananias of being a “White washed wall”… what’s that about?
• Reminiscent of Ezekiel 13:10-14
• Ezekiel 13: 10-12: Precisely because they have misled my people, saying, ‘Peace,’ 

when there is no peace, and because, when the people build a wall, these prophets 
smear it with whitewash, say to those who smear it with whitewash that it shall 
fall! There will be a deluge of rain, and you, O great hailstones, will fall, and a stormy 
wind break out. And when the wall falls, will it not be said to you, ‘Where is the coating 
with which you smeared it?’ 
• Matthew 23 is the go to text to see what Jesus thinks of hypocrisy, of pretending
• Matthew 23:25-26 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 

clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and 
self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the 
plate, that the outside also may be clean.”

• Matthew 23:27-28 ““Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are 
like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of 
dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear 
righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”



• Romans 5:6-10: “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die—but God shows his love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 
his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now 
that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.”

• 2 Cor 3:18: “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another.

• The Freedom of Hoping in the Resurrection
• Vs 6: “Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other 

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It 
is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.”

• In every subsequent hearing and trial, Paul references the hope he has in the 
resurrection
• Acts 24:20-21” Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they 

found when I stood before the council, other than this one thing that I cried out 
while standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead 
that I am on trial before you this day.’”

• Galatians 1:10 “For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I 
trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant 
of Christ.

• In Ephesians Paul writes explicitly that the resurrection is not simply in reference 
to the resurrection of Jesus in the tomb, or our resurrection in the next world.  

• Eph 2:1 “And you were dead in the trespasses and sins”
• Eph 2:4-5 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 

he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved—

• You see the Gospel is about redemption, about God taking dead things and 
making them alive. The Gospel is about resurrection.

• What Jesus Does for Those Who Hope in Him
• Vs 11: “The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you 

have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”
• 2 Cor 1: 3-5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, so that 
we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which 
we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, 
so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.

• Philippians 4:10-13 “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have 
revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 
opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of 
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me.”


